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PERISCOPE. 


produce unpleasant symptoms relating to the stomach, heart, or 
nervous system. It is superior to opium in consumption, an ex¬ 
perience confirmed by Jacksch & Stecker : but urethane is greatly 
inferior to morphine, where insomnia is due to pain, as it has no 
analgesic power, its advantages may be summed up as follows : 
feeble toxic powers, great solubility in water, not a disagreeable 
taste, its easy administration to children, the absence of unpleas¬ 
ant, sequelte, and the excellent effects produced in phthisis and 
heart disease.— Buffalo Med. and Surg. Journal. 

Note.—I n the Neurol. Centra Ilia It, No. 5, 1S86. Dr. Kmil Kraepelin re¬ 
ports very favorably upon the action of urethane. His conclusions are based 
upon 200 doses, distributed among 34 patients. With 1.0 doses treatment was 
successful in 54?, with 3.0 in 70;; of his cases. In the excited slate of general 
paresis he found large doses effective in 60'; of ihe cases ; hut in a severe 
maniacal state, he had to resort to paraldehyde. The hypnotic effects of ure¬ 
thane were also exhibited in 77;! of the cases of melancholia. (II.S.) 


Quebracho in Melancholia. Kikknan (Am. Lancet , Feb., 
1886), reasoning from the fact that in melancholia stuporous in¬ 
sanity and other depressed states, the cerebral disease seems to 
exert an inhibitory action on cardio-motor innervation, causing 
the pulse to be small, the arterial tone low, and the capillary cir¬ 
culation weak, etc., concluded that quebracho might be of use 
in such conditions. Guided, also, by its effects in a case, where 
he gave it for the relief of great dyspnoea, and found that the 
mental condition was also greatly improved, he tried the drug in 
ten cases of melancholia accompanied by prtecordial pain. The 
results were decidedly beneficial. He thinks that in melancholia, 
especially in the atonic types, this drug will prove of decided 
value,— The Med. Ana/eclic, March, 1886. 


The Treatment of Recurrent Headache in Children.— 

l)r. Russell Sturgis (Boston Med. and Surg. Jour!) highly 
recommends ergot for this affection. By recurrent headache he 
means that form which recurs at intervals of days or weeks, often 
lasting several years, sometimes accompanied with optical sensa¬ 
tions of sparks, bands of color, etc., rarely with nausea. The 
children who are the subjects of the disease are, as a rule, of ner¬ 
vous temperament, fretful, do not sleep well, and frequently have 
nocturnal terrors. 

Dr. S. thinks the headaches are not identical with true migraine 
in the adult. Since 1882 he has treated sixteen cases. At first he 
spent a long time unsuccessfully to relieve the patient with tonic 
and hygienic treatment, caffeine, and guarana. Finally he em¬ 
ployed ergot, giving m. x. of the fluid extract three times daily 
after meals, continuing the treatment two weeks at least after dis¬ 
appearance of the pain. The longest time required to free a 
patient from an attack was four weeks. In one case two doses 
sufficed. 
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Four typical cases are described. The total number cured is 
not given. 


The Nutritive Value of Some Beef Extracts. —Dr. 

Thomas J. Mays ( Therap. Gaz., March 15, 1886) has undertaken 
to determine the nutritive value of beef extracts in general, and 
the relative value of some of those in the market in particular—a 
work which has long required an experimenter. Whether the 
particular mode adopted by Dr. Mays can be relied upon to de¬ 
termine a practical question of this kind may be questioned. His 
experiments, at any rate, are of considerable interest. He takes 
advantage of the fact that the isolated frog’s heart, after being 
washed out with a saline solution, will beat with the same, but 
after a while becomes entirely exhausted. If, after it has ceased 
to beat with such a solution, it be filled with blood or serum, it 
recommences to beat, and soon does so as forcibly as before. If, 
instead of blood, the heart were refilled with saline, acid, or even 
alkaloid solution, it would show no sign of returning vitality. 
The explanation of this is, the saline solutions are devoid of ma¬ 
terial with which the heart can perform its functions ; and although 
it works while it is filled with these solutions, it does so at the ex¬ 
pense of the nutritive material stored up in its own meshes, and 
not with any energy derived from these solutions. Dr. Pohl- 
Pincus has brought forward evidence to show that there are 
lacuna; in the walls of the frog’s heart in which material is 
stored up, and as soon as this material is exhausted the heart 
cannot beat any more unless new material is brought to it. The 
only substances thus far shown to have the power of restoring an 
exhausted heart are blood, serum, milk, albumen, and gelatine. 
Dr. Mays, in his experiments, employed dilute beef-extracts, 
1-1,000 (strong dilutions 1 to 100 or 1 to 500 were found to have 
no effect), and found that they were all capable of resuscitating 
the heart, and hence were true nutrients. A comparative inves¬ 
tigation was then made as to the relative effects of a number 
of different commercial beef-extracts, and the following products 
were obtained, which indicate the mean percentage of the num¬ 
ber of pulse beats given by each preparation, while that of blood 
is taken at 100. The figures are only claimed to be approximate. 


Liebig’s extract of beef ..... 58 

Johnston’s fluid beef . . . 59 

Valentine’s meat juice ..... 60 

Cibil’s extract of beef . . hi 

Sarco-Peptone (Park, Davis, ix Co.) ... 62 

Beef peptonoids (Reed & Carnrick) ... 74 

Milk ......... 100 

Two-per-cent, solution of dried bullock’s blood 100 


Morton Prince. 






